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2023 Retrospective 


A collection of work created in 
2023 by Bay Area artists. 


MiniZine Insert: 


Artist: Ryan Maher 


Ryan Maher (he/him) is 27 and lives in San Francisco. He says he is new to zines, 
having only really started exploring mini zines after visiting Santa Rosa Zine Fest 
2023. He writes poetry and some short fiction, but the visual dynamism and free 
spirit of zZinemaking are especially invigorating. Mostly he’s played around with 
texture, collage, and cut-up techniques based on observations from my daily life 
and reverie. The genocide of Gazans and a sense of powerlessness and necessity 
prompted “Facing West.” Although, it’s surely more effective to buy an esim for 
someone to call their loved ones: https://gazaesims.com/ 
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Looking Back to Inspire the Future 


It's a little known fact that zines have been around since the Bronte sisters’ own 
limited-run, self-published magazine in the 19th Century. But how relevant are 
they now, when anyone can set up their own digital soapbox on the virtual 
sidewalk and talk about anything that interests them? As it turns out, VERY 
relevant, with their power and potential growing. 


Zines (once called “fanzines” and rhymes with “magazines”) are an intentional 
connection. Ask anyone who writes a zine and chances are they’re hoping 
someone else will read it, at the very least. With as little as a piece of paper anda 
writing implement, anyone can fold a booklet and fill it with their thoughts, 
dreams, and passions. And the very drive to create these fiercely personal public 
publications can connect people across borders. You can find hundreds of zines 
and the folks who make them throughout the year at festivals all over the world 
celebrating the handmade. And more recently, clubs are blooming to regularly 
gather creatives in a space dedicated to celebrating this art form. 


In the San Francisco Bay Area, there is a thriving community of zine makers and 
many independent publishing events in Oakland, Berkeley, and San Francisco. 
Further north, in the traditionally tourist-focused wine country, independent zine 
writers and artists sparkle like fireflies and have begun to find each other. 


Beginning with the Santa Rosa Zine Fest, online in 2020 but in person in the 
years since, zinesters are finding each other while they pass along the skills to 
new zine lovers. In the summer of 2022, the Sonoma County Zine Club begana 
couple of months following Zine Fest. It was an effort to bring that fest energy 
into a monthly gathering where anyone could learn, create, and communicate. It’s 
ie eae attended ever since and filled with joy. This is what community 
ooks like. 


This retrospective serves to showcase some of the creativity of the North Bay, to 
hopefully inspire new zinesters and create new connections. This is work that 
reflects concerns, personal journeys, political climate, and imaginative ideas that 
were important during 2023. We thank the following artists for sharing with us 
their creations: 


Joy Bethune Ryan Maher 
Edward F. Chaos Jordan Sea 

Terra Emerson Matthew Spencer 
Sofie Engstrom von Alten Xander Taylor 


Robert T. Glen 


Artist: Xander Taylor 
IG @xanrantay 


Xander Taylor is an artist from Petaluma. He works in ink, acrylic, digital 
and textile arts. He got into making zines when he took a comic-making 
class at the SRJC, in 2018. He spent months getting to know the other 
students, and by the end of the class, walked away with roughly 50 zines 
made by all of the students. Xander says, “Reading our comics made me 
realize that zines, (even if fantastical stories) are honest reflections of the 
individuals that make them. | think that that's really cool, and ever since 
that moment I've been hooked. | make at least one zine a year so | can 
better understand who | am.” 
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Artist: Matthew Spencer 


"Mathuin, also known as Matthew Spencer, is an illustrator based in 
Santa Rosa, California. 

In the past few years, he's worked in different disciplines and 
mediums such as Comics, Animation, Music and Children's Book 
Illustrations. 

His work can be seen on his website, www.mynameismathuin.com 
and his instagram at @mynameismathuin" 


"2023 was a personal, prolific year of constant working, constant 
growing and constant recovery. My work in 2023 transcend from the 
usual comics to animations and music, 

while still retaining that absurdity that | love to hone in. It was a year 
of firsts: first year in a new city, first year doing art galleries and zine 
fests, and a first of being out there in a post-college world. 

Not only that, but 2023 for my artistic endeavors Is a first of 
realizing that | can do much more. With old and new ideas, | hope | 
can keep up the pace with creating weird worlds with weird kids in 
absurd situations." 
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By Mathu 
ismathuin.com 
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WHY DO SO MANY ZINE-RELATED ACTIVITIES HAPPEN AT LIBRARIES? 


You may have noticed that many zine fests, zine clubs, and zine collections are 
hosted by libraries. This is becoming increasingly true not only here in Sonoma 
County, but all across the country. Libraries are big supporters of freedom of 
expression, creativity, and low barriers to participation, so zines are a perfect 
medium for libraries to engage in with their communities. 


For the last four years, Sonoma County Library has 
collaborated with Santa Rosa Zine Collective to present 
Santa Rosa Zine Fest. The first Santa Rosa Zine Fest took 
place in 2020 and was a series of three virtual sessions, 
including a conversation between graphic novelists 
Maia Kobabe and Tessa Hulls. 


In 2022, Zine Fest returned as a multi-day celebration with virtual sessions 
throughout the week leading up to an outdoor zine fair at the Northwest Santa Rosa 
Library. In three years, the zine fair has tripled in size and continues to grow and 
attract a wide range of exhibitors and attendees alike. 


Yael Levy, of Print.Organize.Protest. Long Arm Stapler facilitates a Artist Amanda Ayala exhibits her 


prepares a silk screen at Santa Rosa zinemaking workshop at Zine work at Santa Rosa Zine Fest 2023. 
Zine Fest 2023. Photograph by Nestor Fest 2023. Photograph by Nestor Photograph by Zayda Delgado. 


Torres Lupercio. Torres Lupercio. 


Santa Rosa Zine Collective was founded by volunteers in 2020. SRZC nurtures, 
uplifts and archives the work of zine artists in and around Sonoma County. They are 
working to build a community of belonging with people of color, queer and trans 
folks, disabled and neurodivergent people, and others who are underrepresented in 
the area’s local arts scene. SRZC loves to create and participate in artistic 
experiences that are radical, transformative and liberating. 


Melissa Andrade, Mer Morgan, & Chelsea 
Kurnick of Santa Rosa Zine Collective and 
Terra Emerson, Zayda Delgado, & Serena 
Makofsky of Sonoma County Library at 
Santa Rosa Zine Fest 2023. Photograph by 
Nestor Torres Lupercio. 
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Sonoma County Zine Club was born out of Santa 
Rosa Zine Fest 2022. It was founded by Jordan Sea 
of Rain Barrel Zines and hosted at the Sebastopol 
Regional Library by zine-enthusiast librarians 
Rosalie Abbott and Terra Emerson. 


ai 


Jordan Sea of Sonoma County Zine 
Club at Santa Rosa Zine Fest 2023. 
Zine Club is growing! Starting March 2024 an Photograph by Terra Emerson. 


additional meeting location was added at the 
Central Santa Rosa Library one Saturday a month. 
Also, taking advantage of the fine Sonoma County 
weather, a portable zine library traveling by a trike 
named Zeke visits parks around the town to offer a 
pop-up Zine Picnic. All of Sonoma County Zine 
Club’s events can be followed on Instagram at 
@socozineclub. 


Zine Club in session at the 
Sebastopol Regional Library. 
Photograph by Jordan Sea. 


Artist: Joy Bethune 


Joy (she/her) is a fat, queer, neurodivergent cat parent who loves being at home 
and collecting stationary. 

She is interested in books, queer media, memes, and freedom from oppression. 
Find her on instagram: @readingrecsfromjoy 

and check out her book recommendations on amaz*n competitor: bookshop.org 


at: https://oookshop.org/shop/readingrecsfromjoy 
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The Worst of Both Worlds: My Experience With The Similarities Between 
Ageism and Anti-Fat Bias 


I got injured and the pandemic happened and I stopped running and 
everything fell apart and I realized the way I was (not) eating was 
destroying me. So I decided to let go of the tether I was holding tightly 
to, diet culture. I didn’t even realize I was holding on to this tether, 
as a lifeline to a strong partnership, a path to acceptance in my 
community, easy street to whatever I wanted to wear, and preserver of 
youth. Then I noticed the damage this tether was doing, how it was a noose 
around my neck. 


Like any other change in life, there was that golden honeymoon period of 
reading and listening to anti-diet podcasts and seeking out fat-positive 
images. But this honeymoon was painfully brief. I assimilated the data and 
had what I thought was a strong armory (as if!) against those insidious 
thoughts of body shame that had embedded in my bones. I would proceed to 
eat whatever I wanted, whenever I wanted with no guilt or shame or fear of 
health issues because that wasn’t actually how it worked. I was naive. 


In an attempt to reclaim one’s love for one’s body, a common method is to 
try to find other bodies that look like yours, bodies of people who appear 
happy and energized and friendly. This serves two purposes: it begins to 
persuade your brain that you, too, are acceptable as you are (the first 


step, really) and that you are, in fact, a human worthy of.joy and love. 
Second, it breaks down the stereotype of a fat body as dumpy, lonely, 
rejected. 


It was exhilarating to see so many brands and social media 
sources showing off fat bodies until a pernicious thought 
that had been running in the background of my mind caught 
up with this new perspective I was gaining. Okay, so uh, 
where were the Gen-Xers? 


I’ve been on the internet since it was still in 
shrink-wrap. So, I’ve been VERY online and seen a lotta 


Artist: Jordan Sea 


Jordan (they, she) has been a fan of zines since the turn of the millennium. They took 
the plunge to express themselves to the public during the pandemic and haven't looked 
back. Jordan writes Rain Barrel and has written for Snax and Behind the Zines. They 
founded the Sonoma County Zine Club and currently co-host The Zine Report podcast. 
Find Jordan on Instagram @rainbarrelzine 


stuff. And I’ve spent decades feeling a kinship, or at 
least a familiarity, with most regions of the online 
world. However, two things were beginning to happen. One, 
I was rapidly losing touch with all the ins and outs and 
memes and methods. I mean, I’m more in touch than a lot of 
folks my age because I was an early adopter and because of 
my kids. But, I was actually feeling myself losing 
momentum. Being online wasn’t as enjoyable as it used to 
be and it felt less and less like I belonged. 


The other thing that happened is that I found myself 
getting grumpy about younger folks speaking as though 
nothing existed before, say, 2008. I was feeling invisible. 
Where were the folks my age who remembered MUDS and Geek 
Code and Usenet, let alone the trends and experiences of 
the late 70s and early 80s? Surely they were still around. 
And surely there were women of that generation online now, 
too. These are liberated times and the Internet is easier 
to access than ever before. Nevertheless, I could not find 
representation of my age-group and definitely not of other 
women that had been online in those early days. 


I'd read for years about the phenomena of middle-aged women 
becoming essentially invisible. And what that means is 
that they’re not represented in advertisements, movies, TV 
shows. Actresses of this age group struggle to find work 
and to maintain their youth. To flirt with an older woman 
is perceived as aberrant, maybe a fetish. And if you’re an 
older woman who happens to want to enter into a 
relationship with a significantly younger adult, you’re a 
predator, a cougar. From what I saw, Gen-X women were 
relegated to the back rooms of their immaculate McMansions 
while their kids made up dances on TikTok. 


It’s well known that young faces and bodies dominate media. It has been 
significant since youth culture exploded during the 1950s but you see it 
emerging in early 20th century media, too, with the smooth-faced Gibson 
Girl and the perky Flappers. Youth culture became so dominant that it’s 


said that the ubiquitous practice of wearing hats fell away because 
designers deemed them too “old” and limiting to keep up with the carefree 
vibe of trending youth fashions. 


In addition to setting the bar for highly 
visible commodities like fashion, the young are ARE TOO oe! 
the early adopters of technology, setting the YOU 

pace for the curated images that hound us. The 
historic arbiter of image, Hollywood, famously 
judges aging women as only valuable as long as 
they remain as flawless and youthful-appearing 
as possible. (The creepy corollary to this on 
screen and in the modeling industry is that the 


younger an actress chronologically is while nase hae 
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And if anyone is looking at you, you better look thin. 


So, what happens when you’ve got two big strikes against your body in this 
culture: you’re both fat and aging. Where can you find positive images of 
these bodies? Who talks about being fat and aging? My body is not here. 


In the body-positive social media feeds I’ve found, I have yet to find one 
of someone who appears older than mid-30s. Sure, there are curves and 
folds and generous thighs and all that goodness—but then everyone’s skin 
is glowing and smooth, the boon of youth. Nothing crépey. Nothing sagging. 
No jowls. No lines and crinkles around the knees. Again, my body is not 
here. It's part of what makes it hard to get out of diet-culture mindset. 
I look at all the beautiful fat bodies on IG and they're younger than me, 
so of course my brain says, "You can't do fat attractively so you better 
get thin." 


Fatphobia is being called out for what it is, a deadly bias that bears no 
connection to health and a culturally-encouraged form of discrimination. 
Aging while fat is a potential minefield. We already know that fat bodies 
are widely discriminated against by health providers. (If you want 
well-researched evidence of this, read Aubrey Gordon’s What We Don’t Talk 
About When We Talk About Fat.) So, if you’re living in a body that you 
already have a difficult time getting sufficient healthcare for while 
you’ re young, what happens as you age and the usual internal systems are 
beginning to change? 


It’s difficult to find any information that combines fatphobia and ageism. 
When I googled “fatphobia and aging” the first three pages were ONLY about 
fatphobia. No mention of ageism. When I googled “fatphobia and ageism” the 
results were similar. I did find a link to an episode of the Food Psych 
podcast (hosted by a conventionally beautiful, thin white woman with a 
youthful appearance who is an Intuitive Eating coach) featuring writer and 
professor Kimberly Dark. Her book Fat, Pretty, and Soon to be Old: A 
Makeover for Self and Society includes essays that speak to having a fat 
body as well as aging. I checked out the reviews- 4 and 5 stars only. Most 
folks mentioned embracing body size. Only one reviewer actually mentioned 
the word “age” (other than the titular mention.) 


Here’s a collection of my observations about features of each form of 
discrimination. 


Notice a pattern? 


Stereotyping in Hollywood, including 
perceived incompetence or comedic 
roles, and underrepresentation in female 
roles 


Assumption that an individual is unfit to 
be in “normal” society and should be 
hidden or shamed 


Documented negative impact on 
healthcare 


Not taken seriously as a form of 
oppression 


Take a look at an article in Medical News Today about ageism’ and the 
examples given: 


e treating family members as though they are invisible, unintelligent, 
or expendable based on their age 

e making ageist jokes that imply someone is less valuable or less 
worthy of respect, based on their age 

e making offensive generalizations about a specific generation, e.g., 
that millennials are entitled 
disregarding someone’s concerns or wishes due to their age 
taking advantage of someone’s age for personal gain, such as to make 
money 

e using someone’s age as justification to undermine, deceive, or 
control them 


“a 
. 


Now substitute “weight” for “age 


Consider an article by Camille Cottais, Jeanne Pavard & Marion Sanchez? 
about fatphobia and diet culture and the description given: 


“Beyond the concrete diet culture 
manifestations, it also has a symbolic 
dimension. Diet culture hierarchizes bodies, 
advocating thinness and weight loss and thus 
denigrating its opposite. It glorifies 
thinness or even skinniness, while 
associating it with health, happiness and 
even moral superiority. This promise of 
attaining a higher status by losing weight 
pushes many of us, women in particular, to 
spend money, time and energy to try to lose 
weight, often in vain. It should also be 
noted that the diktat of thinness is not 
based on a majority standard to which we 
should correspond, since the ideals ate 
promotes are exclusive and very far from the 
body of the overwhelming majority of the 
population.” 


Now, instead of “weight loss,” “thinness” or “losing weight”, substitute 
“anti-aging”, “youth”, “look younger” or “being young”. 


. https: //www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/ageism#examples 


https: //www. growthinktank.org/en/fatphobia-a-pervasive-and-socially-accepted-discrimin 
ation/ 


double-whammy as they age and see weight-loss as one of the only viable 
controls they may have in order to remain visible and relevant. 


Winterich’s interviews in her study of older women indicated that, among 
heterosexual women, there was a deep fear of gaining weight. Those 
interviewed mentioned surprise and dismay at gaining 
weight in their 50s, having self-described as thin in 
their younger years. One individual in the study was 
quoted as saying she felt “unwanted” now that she was 
larger and older. 


According to the article “(Un)Changing Menopausal 
Bodies: How Women Think and Act in the Face of a 
Reproductive Transition and Gendered Beauty Ideals” 
by Heather Dillaway*® 61 women interviewed in 2001 said 
“they attempt to prevent/mask bodily change in order 
to remain attractive, visibly feminine, and desirable 
in the eyes of men” which can be translated to mean 
that post-menopausal heterosexual women believe they 
no longer hold the traits of an acceptable woman. 
When you enrobe this in a body that is similarly 
deemed unacceptable due to its size, it’s little 
wonder that older fat individuals feel utterly 
invisible, neutered, and quite possibly monstrous. 


What comes up for me again and again as I struggle to loosen and discard 
the stranglehold of diet culture, is the wish that I could see something 
like MY almost-50 year old body among those fighting anti-fat bias. The 
anti-ageist faces and bodies I see on my social media feed still conform 
to the mainstream ideal — thin, dressed in a way that is characterized as 
“elegant”, clearly wealthy. Activist and author Aubrey Gordon has written 
that society only finds “one standard deviation” from the norm acceptable. 
You can be fat, as long as you’re wealthy or beautiful. You can be old as 
long as you’re thin, successful, famous (and probably wealthy and white). 
But you can’t be two or more in order to be acceptable. 


3 Dillaway, Heather E. “(Un)Changing Menopausal Bodies: How Women Think and Act in the 
Face of a Reproductive Transition and Gendered Beauty Ideals.” Sex Roles 53.1-2 
(2005): 1-17. Web. 


The drive toward a slender body through diet has been impressed upon 
Americans since the late 19th Century. The bathroom scale was patented in 
1916. You don’t need to go far to find a smorgasbord of data that shows 
that weight cannot be successfully controlled by diet and exercise, though 
these conclusions are only recently becoming more and more visible. It’s 
not work that most Gen-Xers and Boomers have approached — second and third 
wave feminism has been about political and economic equality. So I mostly 
see Millenials and Zoomers show up to explode the idea that bodies must 
look a certain way in order to be acceptable and visible. 


The backlash against this phalanx of body activists is swift and insidious 
and it’s growing as we talk more about the lies the diet industry and 
medical industry tell us. Witness diet 
programs and companies rebranding to be 
“wellness” companies. And to catch up to 
any Gen-Xers who may be sprinting away from 
diet mentality in its traditional forms, we 
even see the rise of metabolic diets, 
anti-inflammation diets, diets that purport 
to meet changing hormones and menopause, in 
the guise of helping soothe symptoms and 
improve our aging and health experience. 
Won’t somebody think of the health? It’s all 
the same crap, of course — disordered 
eating to undermine our fragile trust in 
our own bodies. Just when you think you’re 
at an age where you don’t have to stress, 
after years of all the work to love 
yourself, that quicksand seeps back under 
your feet. 


Feeling attractive and enjoying my body is 
a long slog. I’ve found a style right now 
that feels fun and creative in Rockabilly. 
Currently, rockabilly shops and influencers 
seem more accommodating to different body 
sizes and ages. My own love of past eras 


For Begiiting fo Intocnedtia 


My Favorite workout 
Tape when I was 1b 


fits seamlessly within it. And yet, it’s obvious I’m still not performing 
that look “correctly”. I’m long-waisted, so rather than a pleasing 
hourglass, my body is more like those yard-o-beer tourist flasks, like a 
barbell. No amount of shapewear or crinolines can create the “right” 
Silhouette. If I 
can’t look like a 
Spunky Crop pinup, it often 
feels like 


A pixie with choppy pieces looks fresh and Sit een, 


youthful , plus it's wash-and-go low- 


maintenance. Try out feathery micro bangs 


What can I as an 
individual do 
about it all? 
Despite fear of being visible on social media platforms (particularly 
TikTok, which seems so cut-throat), one of my nutrition therapists 
suggested I create what I want to see. So, I’ve been trying to give some 
thought to how to be literally visible and talk about my process on, yes, 
TikTok. I’m slowly finding other Gen-Xers there, so the next level is to 
find fat Gen-Xers. 


with your pixie like Judi Dench. These can 
help elongate your face and bring attention to 


I have to say, it’s been frustrating not to see people my age talk about 
anti-fat bias. Nearly every podcaster or blogger that I admire who spreads 
the word of how this bias shows up appears to be in their thirties or 
early forties. The examples they use of how diet culture has affected them 
don’t reach as far back in time to what I remember. Even I don’t remember 
all the ways diet culture gripped me when I was in junior high and 
younger, but I know it did. It feels disappointing and isolating to hear 
only about the experiences of those much younger than myself. It reminds 
me of the discussion of the fat experience of small and medium fats, that 
is privileged when compared to the experience of the super and infinite 
fats. What does it feel like to others who are in their 50s and might 
think of themselves as rumpled and bloated detritus? 


You might see a 
lot of talk 


Voluminous Pixie 


If there's one person who knows how to age | about 
gracefully, it's Jane Fonda. Take the plunge “forgiving” your 
with a short style that features lots of layers | body and 


and volume. 


learning to love your body. I have personally found both of those goals to 
be very distant peaks and I’m still on the switchbacks much farther down 
the hill. What I’m trying to do right now is just to allow myself to be 
fat. And allow myself to be old. Even those are stretch goals, but they’re 
achievable. They don’t require me to think differently about myself or see 
things that aren’t there. These thoughts only ask me to say to myself, 
“Hey, you’re fat and old. It’s okay. Just breathe. It’s okay.” 


What can I ask others to do about it? Be visible and vocal, too. Rethink 
how older individuals are valued for their age and their appearance. Why 
are these even criteria for value? Nevertheless, we live in the culture 
that we live in, so in the meantime, hand out compliments and start 
looking for different ages and body shapes. How are they depicted? If you 
don’t see someone old and fat, why is that? Start imagining we are real 
and we exist. Don’t be afraid to flirt. Smile. Look into someone’s eyes. 
Basic good human stuff. Because we are human. 


Originally appeared in Rain Barrel #4 


Facing page: 
Artist: Sofie Engstrom von Alten 


Sofie is a passionate local who focuses on illustration, painting and creating 
children's books. Zines are a classic and great way to entertain, get the word 
out and to engage audiences of all ages! 


Her submission 'Zodiac Cats' is a series of 12 paintings made with 

acrylic, charcoal, and gold spray paint on board. Each piece depicts a unique 
cat that represents one of the astrological signs of the Zodiac. Designed and 
painted by Sofie, each Zodiac Cat is a playful, kitschy interpretation of the 
astrological signs, with the corresponding constellation and Greek mythology 
woven in as well. The pieces measure 12" x 12" but have been reduced in size 
for publication; She has also reproduced them as a series of small stickers. 
The pieces were created and shown for a fundraiser auction event in San 
Miguel de Allende, Mexico, to benefit a cat rescue shelter. 


Artist: Robert T. Glen 


Robert T. Glen (he/him) is a grouchy middle-aged white man who lives in Santa 
Rosa, California. Although zines are a perfect place for underrepresented voices 
to be heard, he feels entitled to take up several pages of this annual. He does 
three series of zines. One, Religion Politics Sex, takes a topic and considers it 
under the lens of the three subjects you don’t discuss in polite company. Volume 4, 
The Perzine Issue was written for Dear Diary Zine Fest 2023 in Oakland. He 
sold two copies. He also does a series of postcard zines that feature antique and 
vintage postcards with snarky, mean, or passive-aggressive messages. He did 
two of those this year, and this annual features two cards from one of them. 
Finally, he does a series of minizines about notable football games. He didn't 
submit that for this annual. Robert is cranky and standoffish but secretly hopes 
“you'll think he’s pretty cool. | 


Excerpts from Robert T. Glen’s 
“Why don’t you get busy and answer my letter” 
Passive-Aggressive and Snarky Antique Postcards, 1906-1913 


pia i fetea 


Text (on the front): You know who 


Prior to 1907, one side of the postcard was exclusively for the address, which 
meant any message had to be written on the other side. In this case, “You 
know who” has allowed Franz Huld, the creator of this card, to levy the insult. | 
figure whoever sent this got their wish, as the recipient probably never spoke 
to them again. (Fun Fact: Insulting postcards may not have been all that 
lucrative. Mr. Huld went bankrupt in 1909.) 


UGH C. LEIGHTON CO, MANUFACTURERS, PORTLAND, ME., U.S.A. 25710 
PRINTEO {tN GERMANY. 


Text: Why don’t you get buzy and answer my letter. 

Maybe it’s not “get buzy.” Maybe it’s “get hazy.” Or maybe M.C. Barday wrote “hizy,” 
like, “R-Dog is in the hizzy,” which is what people say to me when | come to their house. 
“Hizy” would make sense for a self-styled M.C. dropping lines decades before Snoop. 
But whatever that word is, the message is clear: M.C. Barday was not going to tolerate 
Gladys lollygagging. 


Excerpt from Robert T. Glen’s 
Religion Politics Sex Volume #4: The Perzine Issue 
Religion: From Fundamentalist Christian 
to Member of The Satanic Temple 
# h, yeah. About the Satanism. A couple of years ago, | was looking 

‘#| for movies to watch with my son while we were spending time 
Psxé' 4) {| together on the weekend. | found a documentary called Hail 

eae /4%) Satan?, which | thought might be interesting for us to watch 


media event designed to embarrass then Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott. Knowing this organization got its start in Tallahassee 
immediately piqued my interest. The documentary showed 
The Satanic Temple’s efforts to fight the encroachment of 
Christianity into government. You want a Ten 
Commandments monument near the state Capitol building? | 
The Satanic Temple (TST) will petition to have a giant 
statue of Baphomet installed nearby. You want a Bible 
study at a public school? TST will bring After School Satan 
Club. Leading a prayer before a city commission meeting? 
Why not Hail Satan instead? 


| found TST popping up in my news feeds more as they sought to highlight any 
time the government seemed to violate the First Amendment's establishment 
clause by endorsing religion, and by religion, it is always, always Christianity. | 
was impressed with TST’s mission. “They’re doing God's work,” | kept saying, 
since | commonly reference a metaphorical deity that | don’t even believe exists 
just because that’s the way | talk. 


People seem highly uncomfortable with the idea of Satanism as the worship of 
the devil. The image is of drinking the blood of babies or sacrificing animals. As 
best as | can tell, TST is satire, although its ability to operate a club on campus 
or to threaten an invocation is predicated on it being a real religion. This isn’t 
about whether or not a high school can have a Hellfire Club that plays D&D and 
talks about Stranger Things. This is about challenging having teachers who 
make subjective grading decisions also sponsor Bible studies in their 
classrooms. This is about recognizing the unspoken influence authority figures 
have, especially over young minds. 


When | was young, | was taught that those who did not follow Christ were 
following the devil whether they know it or not. Jesus says, “He that is not with 
me is against me” (Matthew 12:30, KJV). In that version of Christianity, there 
are no neutral parties. There are those who are on the Lord’s side, and 
everyone else is in league with Satan. 


| reject that concept now, but | also find it useful to explicitly acknowledge what | 
would be accused of doing through ignorance. “You know, when you listen to 
rock music, when you play D&D, when you drink alcohol, you're just following 
Satan.” Sure, OK! Hail Satan then! (As Bart Simpson says, “All the best bands 
are affiliated with Satan.”) So I’ve doubled down and become a member of The 
Satanic Temple. 


In the seven fundamental tenets of TST, none of them reference Satan. But the 
word Satan in Hebrew means Adversary, and | appreciate the imagery of TST 
opposing the Christians who look to use the government to promote their vision 
of how this country should be. That’s what makes TST truly Satanic — its 
commitment to contest the wrongly gained power of Christianity. (TST doesn’t 
object to the practice of Christianity or any other religion when it does not 
interfere with the rights of others.) 


Of the seven fundamental tenets of rst, pee ey like, — are ral. u 
one makes a mistake, one 5 OO ee im 
should do one’s best to 
rectify it and resolve any 
harm that might have been 
caused,” which takes the 
concept of forgiveness of 
sins and puts some 
personal responsibility 
behind it. You made a 
mistake? Don’t just ask 
God to forgive you and 
then forget about it. Go try 
to make amends as best 
you can! 


Excerpt from Robert T. Glen’s 
Religion Politics Sex Volume #4: The Perzine Issue 
Politics: From Reagan-Loving Republican to Socialist Democrat 


Confessions of a Fraudulent Voter 


n August 2000, my then-girlfriend and | moved from Florida to California. 
This created a problem for the part of me that valued my civic participation. 
By the time we settled into our new studio apartment, it was September, and 
too late to register to vote in our new state. Plus, many of the Tallahassee 
candidates in the 2000 election were familiar to me from their years of 
political service. | felt informed about the Tallahassee, Leon County and Florida 
candidates. | had no idea what the politicians in Novato, California were like. 


So | convinced my girlfriend that we should request absentee ballots, as if we 
were simply temporarily away in California. The elections supervisor sent us our 
ballots and we voted and sent them back. 


The experience was so good for the primaries that we decided to repeat the 
process for the November general election. This made my girlfriend a bit 
nervous. What if someone caught on to the fact that we had been gone for two 
months, or that we had no intention of returning to Florida? And the 2000 
Presidential election was still up in the air, unlike every election we had been 
through in my lifetime. 


“Don't worry,” | told her. “It’s not as if the election will ever be decided by a single 
state or a few votes.” 


Of course, we know how that turned out. The 2000 election came 
down to Florida, and a ridiculously thin margin of 537 votes out 
of the nearly 6 million votes cast, for a margin of victory for 
George W. Bush of 0.009%. That number of 537 is often 
cited, and it could have been 535 if my then-girlfriend and | 
had voted for Al Gore. But we didn't. As far as | was 
concerned, Gore and Bush held similar positions. Much of 
the 2000 campaign seemed to focus on Medicare Part D, 
which would provide prescription drug coverage to senior 


citizens. Both candidates were in support 
of the proposal but disagreed on the 
details. Meanwhile, to quote the 
Wikipedia article about Ralph Nader’s 
2000 presidential campaign, “Nader 
campaigned against the pervasiveness of 
corporate power and spoke on the need 
for campaign finance reform. His 
campaign also addressed problems with 
the two party system, voter fraud, 
environmental justice, universal 
healthcare, affordable housing, free George W. Bush and Al Gore. Seriously, 
education including college, workers’ how could you look at these two guys and 
rights and increasing the minimum wage sce all that much of a difference? 
to a living wage. He also focused on the 
three-strikes rule [long prison terms for those convicted 
of a third crime], exoneration for prisoners for drug 
related non-violent crimes, legalization of 
commercial hemp and marijuana (also known as 
* & GORE x cannabis), and a shift in tax policies to place the 
MAKE ME burden more heavily on corporations than on the 
* WANT TO %* middle and lower classes.” How could we not 
vote for that platform? 


We were a little nervous once Florida got such 
intense national attention, but of course no one went 

through the voter rolls and figured out we were 
permanent California residents by November. We moved around in the Bay 
Area and eventually became knowledgeable about the local politics in whatever 
town we were living in. And much of what Nader advocated back in 2000 
continued to be part of the progressive platform, from living wages to the 
legalization of marijuana. But Bush’s narrow victory made it nearly impossible 
for any future third-party candidate to attract support. Instead, progressives 
have been limited to working to hold Democratic politicians to vote their way, 
just as the right-wing Republicans have hunted RINOs to extinction. 


€DVVARDD 3. CHASQS is the originator & 


instigator of this inaugural Zine yearbook . 
As well as contributing photography , 
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promotional materials 
for zine fest '23&'24. 

In addition to personal 
works across all forms 
of physical media €.F.C 
has collaborated with 
numerous local bands, 
venues, & organizations 
in many capacities, as 
well as collecting & 
preserving works across 
a wide range of media 


as a fan and archivist. 
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Artist: Terra Emerson 


Terra Emerson (she/her) is a Teen Services Librarian and local poet. She is 
one of the hosts of Sonoma County Zine Club and organizers of Santa 
Rosa Zine Fest. She loves to make poetry zines and zines about cats, 
books, and being an introvert. She enjoys incorporating mixed media into 
her zines including collage, text, watercolor, stickers, and photographs. She 
loves that zines provide a low-cost way for people to self-publish their 
creative work and share their ideas with the world. Find more of her reading 
suggestions on Instagram @t.laurel.books. 
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